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Verizon Wireless chooses 
new location for cell tower 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


The project of an added cell 
tower from Verizon started last 
year, but has found a conclusion 
this past year in March. 

Verizon Wireless was origi- 


nally looking at the parking lot 
of the Agawam Municipal Golf 
Course, though many abutters 
surrounding the golf course 
were concerned for the view of 
the tower and its proximity to 
their houses, including the radio 
waves it provides. After Verizon 


The Agawam Municipal Golf Course was set to be the site for a new Verizon Wireless communication tower. Verizon has since 


chosen a new site after neighbor complaints about the original site. 


and the town’s Zoning Board of 
Appeals reviewed a few other op- 
tions for the tower's site and the 
ZBA asked Verizon to choose a 
new location. 

Verizon's first attempt at a 
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Resolution seeks to 
‘opt-out’ of mail-in voting 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The Agawam City 
Council may make a major deci- 
sion regarding voting options for 
the upcoming municipal election 
without allowing for a public 
hearing. 

Earlier this week, the Aga- 
wam City Council resumed its 
two meeting per month schedule 
with a regular meeting Tuesday 
night due to the Labor Day hol- 
iday. 

On the agenda is an emergen- 
cy preamble that would advance 
a resolution to opt out of early 
voting by mail for the municipal 
election on Nov. 2. 

The election will include con- 
tested races for mayor, city coun- 
cil, and school committee. 

The issue of mail-in voting has 
split the city council in the past, 
with a most recent vote of the 
council went in favor of sending a 
resolution to the state legislature 
reflecting the city council’s desire 
to oppose mail-in voting. 

The vote was just 6-4, nearly 
splitting the council down the 
middle. Opponents of mail-in 


voting include Councilor George 
Bitzas, who sponsored the reso- 
lution to oppose the voting meth- 
od, which was widely used during 
the 2020 Presidential election 
due to the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic. However, the method proved 
popular, resulting in the largest 
“turnout” in American history. 
During the 2020 election, voters 
engaged in multiple methods in- 
cluding mail-in voting, early vot- 
ing, and the tradition methods of 
absentee ballots and in-person 
voting on Election Day. 

The Massachusetts Legisla- 
ture passed laws allowing for 
mail-in voting, but gives indi- 
vidual communities the ability 
to “opt out” of mail-in voting 
by a vote of it’s legislative body, 
whether it be a town or city coun- 
cil, or a town meeting in the case 
of smaller communities. 

However, in the case of this 
year’s election, the window to opt 
out is small, and the state is re- 
quiring a decision to be rendered 
within 45 days of the election. 

Under normal council rules, 
an agenda item must appear 
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Superintendent gives updates 
for return to school 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - At a special 
School Committee meeting Aug. 
31, Superintendent Shelia Hoff- 
man showed highlights on the 
school buildings and things to ex- 
pect when kids return to school. 

Hoffman talked about air qual- 
ity, new procedures for COVID-10, 
and other things for students and 
parents to be ready to see in the 
schools. 

The school year will start as 
a full five-day week of in-per- 
son learning from kindergarten 
through grade 12. There is no re- 
mote learning option, per Depart- 
ment of Elementary and Second- 
ary Education had announced. 


I MA 2 
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Although there is no remote 
offering, Hoffman said they're 
planning to keep Google Class- 
rooms operational with lesson 
plans and school and homework. 

The same was offered last 
year with the inclusion of stream 
classes, this year there will be no 
live streaming in classrooms as 
well as recorded classes. While 
the schools are full in person the 
schools will continue to rent tents 
to provide outdoor spaces for stu- 
dents, additionally guidance has 
changed on allowing fans in the 
class rooms. Hoffman said they 
were unable to have fans in class- 
rooms last year, but that is not 
the case this year and schools will 
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Town to honor anniversary of 9/11 


AGAWAM - The Town of 
Agawam will be conducting a 
September 11th remembrance 
ceremony on Saturday, Sept. 
11, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. in front 
of Agawam Fire Department 
Headquarters, 800 Main Street, 
Agawam. 

This year will be the 20th an- 
niversary of the 2001 terrorist 
attack on our nation. In addi- 
tion to remembering those lost 
on September 11th 2001, we will 
also take time to recognize the 
sacrifices of our nations mil- 
itary personnel as they cease 
combat operations in Afghani- 
stan this year. 

Speaking in remembrance at 
the ceremony will be: 

Agawam Fire Chief Alan 
Sirois 

Father Bill Hamilton, Aga- 


wam Fire Department Chaplain 
Reverend Dr. Harvey Hill, 
Saint David’s Episcopal Church 
The Honorable William Sa- 
pelli, Mayor, Town of Agawam 
Christopher Lanski, Aga- 
wam Veterans Services Director 
The National Anthem will be 
sung by Kerri O’Connor. Taps 
will be played by Christian and 
Gabriel Rua. A three-volley sa- 
lute will be fired by the Amer- 
ican Legion Post 185 Color 
Guard. 


The Agawam Fire Headquarters 
on Main St. is the home of a 9/11 
memorial created to remember the 
events that occurred at the Twin 
Towers in New York City. Agawam 
will hold its 9/11 remembrance 
ceremony on Saturday morning at 
9:30 a.m. PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
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St. John’s to celebrate 75th anniversary 


AGAWAM - On Sunday, Sept. 26, St. John 
the Evangelist Church will celebrate 75 years 
on Main Street; beginning with Bishop Wil- 
liam Byrne celebrating the 10:30 a.m. Mass. 
A dedication of the “In the Beginning” Pre- 
school space and a Church picnic will follow. 

Bishop Thomas Mary O'Leary, a priest 
of Manchester, New Hampshire, appointed 
and installed as Bishop of Springfield 100 
years ago this year, would offer the ritu- 
al Mass for the dedication of the altar and 
church in his 25th year of episcopal ministry 
on Sept. 29, 1946. That day, a Sunday, was 
the Solemnity of the Archangel Michael (to- 
day joined by Gabriel and Raphael as well), 
who happens to be the patron of our diocese 
here in Western Massachusetts. 

“On September 26 we will have the 
chance to gather for a proud day and memo- 


rable encounter,’ says Father Michael Pierz, 
Pastor of St. John the Evangelist Church. 
We celebrate the dedication of our parish 
church and the 75 years that the life and 
truth of Jesus Christ has been faithfully and 
daily preached here on Main Street.” 

“St John’s has a rich history here in Aga- 
wam that goes back to before the church 
on Main Street was built,’ says Jane Seaver, 
Chair of the St. John’s Family and Human 
Life Commission. “Faithful parishioners 
worked very hard to bring this church into 
existence and over the years have expanded 
the church, erected a Parish Center, and pur- 
chased land for an athletic field. This past 
year, we expanded our ministry to include 
a preschool, ‘In the Beginning’ Preschool, to 
serve all Agawam families and surrounding 
communities. Our parishioners made all of 


these things possible and hope that our day 
of celebration will be a day that we can all 
remember. 

Tickets can be purchased at the parish 
office of St. John the Evangelist Church, 833 
Main Street, Agawam. Before Sept. 20, tick- 
ets are $15 per person, or $50 for a family of 
two adults and children. Children ages 10 
and under are free. After Sept. 19, tickets will 
be $20 per person. 

More About the 75th Celebration of St. 


John the Evangelist Church 


On Sept. 26, the nearest Sunday to the 
ritual Mass of Dedication held 75 years ago, 
St. John the Evangelist Church will have the 
honor of hosting Bishop William Byrne, 
our current Bishop of Springfield, as prin- 
cipal celebrant at the 10:30 a.m. Mass. As 
the men, women, and children of Agawam 


today, we will join together as the contem- 
porary witnesses to Jesus Christ, inheritors 
of His divine message, and descendants of 
our parents, grandparents, and great-grand- 
parents who established this Main Street 
community. Following Mass the celebration 
will continue with a parish picnic and fur- 
ther rejoicing. Agawam residents are invited 
to join Father Michael Pierz in praying for a 
beautiful day and preparing to remember 
the joys of faith and practice during the past 
75 years. 

For more information about St. John the 
Evangelist Church, visit www.StJohnAga- 
wam.com, and subscribe to the YouTube 
channel (search St. John the Evangelist 
Church Agawam) for fun videos, informa- 
tional videos, as well as daily and weekend 
livestream Masses. 


Majestic Theater to 
launch 24th season 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - The Marvelous 
Wonderettes: Dream On will kick off the 
Majestic Theater's 24th season of plays 
on Sept. 9 at the West Springfield venue. 
The musical, written and created by Roger 
Bean, will run through Oct. 17. 

A sequel to The Marvelous Wonder- 
ettes, which the Majestic staged just over 
two years ago, the first act focuses on 
the Wonderettes, a female singing quar- 
tet, who have returned to Rockville High 
School to throw a retirement party for a 
favorite teacher in 1969. The second act, 
set in 1978, celebrates the 20-year reunion 
of the ladies’ graduating class, and their 
performance for that event. Some of the 
60's and 70’s most famous pop songs like 
“Gimme Some Lovin’? “Downtown, “Build 
Me Up, Buttercup,’ “Love Will Keep Us To- 
gether” and “I’ve Got the Music in Me” are 
featured. 

The Wonderettes are played by Kaytlyn 
Vandeloecht (Cindy Lou), Kait Rankins 
(Missy), Mollie Posnick (Suzy) and Tina 
Sparkle (Betty Jean). Danny Eaton is the 
producing director, music director is 
Mitch Chakour, and the set design is by 
Greg Trochlil. Costume designer is Dawn 
McKay and lighting designer is Dan Rist. 
Stephen Petit is production manager, and 
Aurora Ferraro is associate production 
manager. 

On Sept. 1, the Majestic Theater staff 
met with the West Springfield Health De- 
partment, and the following COVID-relat- 
ed guidelines are now in place at the Ma- 
jestic: 

Face masks are mandatory while at- 
tending performances at the Majestic The- 
ater or visiting the box office to buy tickets 
to provide further health and safety protec- 
tion to our patrons 

Patrons must provide proof of vaccina- 
tion upon entering the Majestic Theater by 
either showing their vaccination card or an 
image of the card on their cell phone 

Face masks may be removed when eat- 
ing or drinking in the Majestic Café 


No food or beverages may be brought 
into the theater 

If any patron is unwilling or uncomfort- 
able in adhering to this policy, the Majestic 
Theater will refund the cost of their tickets. 
Refunds cannot be transacted at the time 
of the performance 

This standard, Majestic officials noted, 
is the same as the one put into place by all 
theaters in Boston, Hartford and Broad- 
way. In addition, all Majestic staff, per- 
formers and production crew have been 
fully vaccinated. 

Following The Marvelous Wonderettes: 
Dream On, the Majestic’s 24th season will 
include Don’t Dress for Dinner (Oct. 28 to 
Dec. 5; comedy), Betty and the Patch (Jan. 
6 to Feb. 13, 2022; contemporary come- 
dy/drama), Blithe Spirit (Feb. 24 to Apr. 3, 
2022; comedy) and 9 to 5 (Apr. 14 to May 
29, 2022; musical comedy). Season sub- 
scriptions are still available. This will be 
the inaugural performance of Betty and the 
Patch, a new play by Eaton. Tickets range 
in price from $31 - $37 per show, and are 
available for sale at the box office in person 
Monday to Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Satur- 
day 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; or on the phone at 
(413) 747-7797. 

The Majestic’s annual Home for the Hol- 
idays show is slated for Dec. 9 to 22 and will 
feature its trademark blend of traditional 
and unconventional holiday tunes sung by 
several of the Majestic’s favorite perform- 
ers. Tickets for Home for the Holidays are 
$26 - $28 and are also available for sale at 
this time. Unvaccinated children will not 
be able to attend this show. 

“We've waited a long time to welcome 
audiences back to the Majestic,’ stated Ea- 
ton. “There were countless times when I 
would hear from someone, or see someone 
in person who would tell me how much they 
were missing live theater during this pan- 
demic. So many of our audience members 
were rooting for us to open our doors again. 
We're very grateful for their support, and 
were looking forward to seeing them again.’ 


Agawam High School announces 
2021 Athletic Hall inductees 


AGAWAM - The Agawam High School 
Athletics Hall of Fame Committee would 
like to announce the inductees chosen 
for the Class of 2021. These teams and in- 
dividuals represented some of the best of 
athletics over the years and deserve rec- 
ognition and congratulations once again. 

Teams be inducted are the 1966 foot- 
ball team, which extended Agawam’s 
three-year streak of wins to 26-0; the 
1970 baseball team, which won Agawam’s 
first outright championship of the Valley 
League; and the 1996 girls track team, 
which won that sport's first Western Mass. 
Championship. 

Individuals to be inducted are: Len 


Charest, Venita (Giles) Early, Doug Jan- 
ik, Amy Mantha, Rich Nacewicz, Brian 
Rheault, and Bill Sapelli. 

The luncheon and induction ceremo- 
ny will be held Sunday, Oct. 24 at 12 noon 
at Agawam High School. Tickets are $30 
each and can be obtained by contacting 
Rosemary Stratton at 120 Pineview Circle, 
Agawam, MA 01001 or calling her at (413) 
786-7692. Once school begins, tickets will 
also be available at the AHS Athletic De- 
partment office. 

If anyone knows how to contact any 
member of the three teams being hon- 
ored, please do so as we hope to have as 
many in attendance as possible. 


The next shopping bazaar to benefit the Captain Charles Leonard House will take place Sept. 11 and 12. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Outdoor shopping bazaar 
to return Sept. 11 and 12 


AGAWAM - The Summer Shopping 
Bazaar held last month on the grounds 
of Agawam’s historic Captain Charles 
Leonard House was so successful a “Sep- 
tember” version of the event will be held 
- rain or shine -- on Saturday and Sun- 
day, Sept. 11 and 12, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
each day at Agawam’s community house, 
located at 663 Main Street, Agawam. 

More than 30 local small business 
owners, vendors, and crafters will return 
with a huge variety of unique, homemade, 
and customized products: cooking and 
kitchen products; personalized home 
decor; homemade bird baths, bird hous- 
es and yard decor; jewelry; customized 
accessories; skin, beauty, and nail care 
products; baby items; and pet gear. 

Income from space rental will aid in 
the preservation of what is considered 
Agawam’s finest Federal-style structure. 
Tours of the National Register-listed 
building, which was built as a stage tav- 


ern in 1805, will be offered. Light refresh- 
ments will also be available. 

Additional information about the Sep- 
tember Shopping Bazaar, the Captain 
Charles Leonard House, and other events, 
can be found at Facebook.com/captain- 
leonardhouse. 

The Captain Charles Leonard House 
was built in 1805 as a stage tavern to 
service travelers on the Hartford/Bos- 
ton route. The house was restored in the 
late 1930s by Mrs. Minerva Davis, who 
established a Board of Trustees to over- 
see the operation of the Captain Charles 
Leonard House as Agawam’s Community 
House, the role it has served since 1939. 
The house is available to rent for business 
functions and social events. For more 
information, please call 413-786-9421 
or visit www.captainleonardhouse.com. 
Please follow/like the Captain Charles 
Leonard House on Facebook at Facebook. 
com/captainleonardhouse. 


Catholic Women’s Club meeting 
scheduled for Monday, Sept. 13 


AGAWAM - The first meeting of the 
2021/2022 of The Catholic Women’s 
Club of Agawam will be held in the St. 
John the Evangelist Parish Center, 833 
Main St., Agawam, MA, on Monday, 
Sept. 13. 

The evening will begin with refresh- 
ments at 6:30 p.m. with the business 
meeting next at 7:00. The evening’s 
program will follow, which will be a 
slide show, presented by club member 
Julie Smist, on the October 2019 Pil- 


grimage to the Holy Land which was 
led by Fr. Pierz. 

All Catholic Women living in Aga- 
wam/Feeding Hills or who are mem- 
bers of any of the town Catholic Parish- 
es are welcome to attend this special 
evening. 

Members will be able to pay their 
annual dues at this meeting. MA state 
COVID-19 mandates will be followed. 

For further information, please call 
Paula at 789-0244. 
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Big E announces new taste sensations for 2021 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - Sweet, salty or 
savory, The Big E has something for every- 
one’s tastes buds including new foods that 
are sure to please any palate at the 2021 Big 
E, Sept. 17 to Oct. 3. 


New Locations 

Calabrese Market & Deli - In the Food 
Court - pasta salads, panini, Caprese salad 
— medley of grape tomatoes, fresh Cilingini 
mozzarella, garlic and basil, and extra vir- 
gin olive oil 

The Speakeasy by Stanley - Young Build- 
ing - (Look for Kozub’s Cobbler Shop) - 
Cocktails: The Old Fashioned; the Rickey. 
Martinis: French 75; Mary Pickford; Bee's 
Knees 

Emma's - on Hampden Avenue - Kora’s 
Cookie Dough on a Stick - 5 different fla- 
vors 

Deep Fried Tacos - located outside the 
Mallary Complex 

All American Craft Beer Bar & Grill - 
Bloody Mary Grilled Cheese, Cider Bomb, 
Buffalo Chicken Meatballs - served with 
Ranch Dressing, Nacho Grande - Beef Chili 
or Texas BBQ Pork, Specialty Smashed Slid- 
ers N’ Fries - All the ingredients are mixed 
together with herb spices, sirloin, chuck 
roast and short ribs 

#1 Big MICK “E” - Double meat, Big E 
sauce, lettuce, tomato, and pickles 

#2 Getting Messy - Double meat, bacon 
& BBQ sauce 

New patio at the West Side Grille - 
Young Building — A bistro-style area outside 
the West Side Grille featuring Stella Rosa 
wines: Pineapple; Ruby Grapefruit; Water- 
melon; Tropical Mango; and Blueberry to 


enjoy with West Side Grille favorites. 


Returning favorites with new offerings 

The Big E Bakery — New England Center 

Nothing says fall like our famous Big E 
Cream Puffs, and this year The Big E Bakery 
introduces an exciting new flavor—Pump- 
kin. Every pastry is delicately made right 
before your eyes in the state-of-the-art Big E 
Bakery. Sticking with tradition? That’s okay 
too, our Big Eclairs original Cream Puffs 
and chocolate ganache topped Cream Puffs 
are available at all three locations: The New 
England Center, Gate 9A and in the Food 
Court. 

The Deep South Company - Inside Gate 
5 — new “take out” sections 

Section 1 

Best Sandwich Ever - Nashville Hot 
Chicken Sandwich 

Fresh Salad Company - Harvest Cran- 
berry Salad 

Section 2 

Top The Crust - featuring cauliflower 
crust pizzas 

The Big E Square Pizza - giant size 
square cut pizza 


Section 3 

The Big Piece of Cake — extra-large piece 
of cake 

Strawberry, Lemon, Triple Chocolate, Ti- 
ramisu, Carrot and Gluten Free Chocolate 

All topped with our homemade whipped 
cream 

Fried Cini Balls - Buffalo Chicken Stuffed 
and Cheese Stuffed 

Hot Honey Chicken Bites 

New Deep Fried Foods 


Are you in search of a new delicious 
deep fried delight? If so, head on over to 
The Coffee Break, located in the Food 
Court and get a taste of their Deep Fried 
Pineapple with Coconut Sauce; Chomp- 
ers, on New England Avenue adds a Pota- 
to and Corn Chomper dipped in roasted 
red pepper ranch (vegetarian). Joining us 
as a new vendor this year is Deep Fried 
Tacos, located outside the Mallary Com- 
plex. 

The Big E will be offering a couple of 
new savory food options including The 
Meatball Factory’s Bacon Wrapped Dil- 
ly Dilly Dog and The New England Craft 
Pub Taco “Bag” including Fritos, Fire 
Roasted Corn Salas & Cheese. 

Are you hoping to find something not 
so traditional at this year’s Big E? We've 
got you covered. The Wurst Haus locat- 
ed on Commonwealth Avenue brings its 
Wurst Poutine to the table, consisting 
of French Fries, German Beer Cheese, 
Roasted Red Peppers topped with their 
famous Bratwurst with an option to 
add on sauerkraut; located in the Food 
Court, White Hut now has a White Hut 
“Biggie” Waffle Burger: Double Bacon 
Cheeseburg topped with their famous 
fried onions sandwiched between two 
waffles (add on sliced grilled hot dog) 
with side of syrup. 

Moolicious, located on Springfield 
Road, is offering new Hard Ice Cream 
flavors for all the sweet tooths out there. 

Noujaim’s Mediterranean Foods, in 
the Young Building brings Bread pud- 
ding, meat pies and homemade hummus 
to this already delicious line-up of foods. 


Gluten free, vegan and vegetarian 

Hoping to find gluten free food op- 
tions at the Fair? You're in luck, gluten 
free options are available at various ven- 
dors throughout the grounds, including: 
The Nut Lady; Tots-A-Lot (Vegan of- 
ferings available too); West Springfield 
Lions Club; Big Kahuna; Subway; The 
Indian Restaurant; Pig Park BBQ; The UI- 
timate BBQ; Moolicious; Chompers; Ba- 
varian Beer Nuts and Dr. Vegetable. 


Get the Restaurant Experience 

Storrowton Tavern - in Storrow- 
ton Village, The Tavern is now offering 
Blackened Mac & Cheese and Gazpacho. 
Visit the Storrowton Soup Shack, the 
outdoor patio and the daily lunch buffet 
at this iconic restaurant. 

New England Craft Beer Pub — Locat- 
ed across from the Rhode Island Build- 
ing, this dining facility features craft 
beers from each New England state with 
suggested menu pairings like Reubens, 
lobster mac ‘n cheese, hearty beef stew, 
popovers or Fair Favorites, Turducken 
and Beer-A-Misu. 

Sam Adams Beer Garden - If a drink 
is what youre yearning for, get a beer 
sampler here, while you dine on healthy 
salads, pub food, and other offerings, 
sponsored by Boston Beer Company, in 
Storrowton Village. 

West Side Grille and Patio - This 
restaurant has everyone's favorite Amer- 
ican cuisines. Cool off in air-conditioned 
comfort or relax on the new outdoor pa- 
tio as you enjoy a feast of burgers, fries, 
pizza, salads, soups, sandwiches & more. 


Walsh seeks to have charges 
dismissed in COVID-19 deaths 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


HOLYOKE - A Superior Court judge is 
mulling a motion to dismiss the charges 
against former Superintendent Bennett 
Walsh. 

Last September, Attorney General 
Maura Healey announced Superintendent 
Bennett Walsh and the former medical di- 
rector of the facility David Clinton were in- 
dicted by a grand jury for criminal neglect. 

An independent investigation had 
found that Walsh was responsible for the 
77 deaths that occurred at the Soldiers’ 
Home early during the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

Now, Walsh's lawyer, former District At- 
torney William Bennett, is seeking to have 
the charges against Walsh dismissed. 

Bennett was in court last week, claim- 
ing that neither Walsh or Clinton was re- 
sponsible for the day-to-day treatment 
of residents of the home, and the state’s 
charges are flawed in that regard. 

The judge in the case, Justice Edward 
McDonough is taking Bennett’s motion 
under advisement, but has yet to render a 
decision on the dismissal. 

Walsh was suspended following the 
outbreak, and later fired by Gov. Charlie 
Baker. However, later, a judge ruled Walsh's 
ouster by Gov. Baker was improper. 

The judge ruled Baker did not have the 
authority to dismiss Walsh from his po- 
sition, and that task must be completed 
by the Board of Trustees of the Soldiers’ 
Home. 

The Soldiers Home Board of Directors 
was then set to meet about Walsh and 
consider firing him, but Walsh resigned 
instead. 

Walsh was originally on the hot seat 


when a COVID-19 outbreak occurred in 
the facility in April. The outbreak resulted 
in the death 76 veteran residents of the fa- 
cility, as well as numerous others infected. 

Walsh was placed on administrative 
leave while the situation was investigated. 
The Board of Trustees ought to fire Walsh, 
but Walsh obtained an injunction because 
he argued he could not have a fair hearing 
during the pandemic. 

‘The governor's office then had an inde- 
pendent investigation performed, which 
faulted the actions of Walsh for the con- 
ditions in the Soldiers’ Home. The report 
also deemed Walsh unfit to run a care fa- 
cility. 

Following the results of the report, 
Walsh was immediately dismissed by Bak- 
er, a dismissal he fought with former Ben- 
nett serving as his counsel. 

Clinton would ultimately resign in late 
June 2020 as well as Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs Francisco Urena, who was also 
faulted in the report. 

Healey then launched her own inves- 
tigation, and later filed charges to Walsh 
and Clinton. Each were charged with mul- 
tiple counts of two charges: Caretaker who 
wantonly or recklessly commits or permits 
bodily injury to an elder or disabled per- 
son, and a similarly worded charge per- 
taining to the alleged “abuse, neglect or 
mistreatment” of an elderly or disabled 
person. 

The two were arraigned on the charges. 
Tracy Miner, a Boston attorney, is repre- 
senting Walsh for the criminal proceeding 
in the case. She has spoken out, saying 
Healey should not be blaming the out- 
break on Walsh and his administration. 

The Soldiers Home outbreak is consid- 
ered the worst in the country for a long- 
term care facility. 


Coin Club resumes regular meetings 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - The West 
Springfield Coin Club will meet on Sunday, 
September 12 at 7 p.m. in the Church of 
the Good Shepherd, 214 Elm Street in West 
Springfield. 

A special featured topic will be present- 


ed and discussed, as well as business mat- 
ters and special events. A small auction 
auction will take place and refreshments 
will be available. Guests are always wel- 
come. For further information, contact 
Peter Setian at 596-9871. 


SPRINGFIELD - The Greater Spring- 
field Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
Economic Development Council of 
Western Mass and MassHire Hampden 
County Workforce Board have part- 
nered to produce a regional in-person 
job fair called the Western Mass Job 
Trail. On Sept. 8 and 15, dozens of par- 
ticipating businesses will host hiring 
events at their locations to help fill the 
hundreds of jobs available in the region. 

Job seekers will be directed to par- 
ticipating businesses where they can 
walk in, fill out an application, get an 
interview and maybe even a job on the 
spot. Available positions are posted on 
the ExploreWesternMass and West- 
ernMassEDC websites. Participating 
businesses will place Western Mass 
balloons and signage at their hiring lo- 
cations until their jobs are filled. 

“So many of our tourism partners 
have asked us to help spread the word 
about individual hiring events that we 
decided to implement a more region- 
al approach to our industry’s critical 
employee shortage,’ said GSCVB Pres- 
ident, Mary Kay Wydra. “As a popular 
New England visitor destination, our 
members need to be fully staffed to ac- 


Western Mass Job Trail hiring 
events looking to jumpstart careers 


commodate and properly serve locals 
and visitors alike.” 

“The Western Mass Job Trail is an 
innovative way to engage our residents 
who are looking for employment, while 
simultaneously supporting our corpo- 
rate businesses in the region,’ said Rick 
Sullivan, CEO and President of the EDC. 
“We look forward to the positive out- 
come this initiative will have on work- 
force development.’ 

Businesses can still get involved in 
the Western Mass Job Trail by contact- 
ing the GSCVB (mgoldberg@explore- 
westernmass.com) or EDC of Western 
Mass (x.delobato@westernmassedc. 
com). 

The Greater Springfield Convention 
and Visitors Bureau collaboratively 
leads promotion and development for 
Western Massachusetts as a compelling 
visitor destination to drive economic vi- 
tality and enhance quality of life in our 
communities. For more information on 
the GSCVB, visit www.ExploreWest- 
ernMass.com or like us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/explorewestern- 
mass and follow us on Twitter using 
handle @XploreWesternMA. Engage 
with us using #westernmass. 


Walking subject 
of Rose seminar 


AGAWAM - Speaker Raymond Rose 
will present a seminar to talk about 
the benefits of walking for health. The 
seminar will take place on Thursday, 
Sept. 16 at 1 p.m. in the seminar room 
at the Agawam Senior Center. Walk-ins 
are welcome, or you can call Kristina at 
(413) 821-0604 to register. 


“Walk your way to better health” 

This will be a general discussion on 
the benefits of walking. We will discuss: 

+ the ease of walking 

+ health benefits 

+ scenic nearby walking locations 

+ tracking steps using your device 

* much more 


Parish Cupboard 
Monthly Wishlist 


WEST SPRINGFIELD/AGAWAM - 
The Parish Cupboard puts out a monthly 
wishlist seeking donations of particular 
items of need. All donations to the Cup- 
board are greatly appreciated. 

September Wishlist: 

Onions 

Mustard packets 

Toothbrushes 

Shaving cream 

Shampoo 

Pet Food 


PLEASE REMEMBER TO 
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 
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Opinion 
Guest Column 
Sept. 1 to Sept. 15 


By John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith 


.T. Barnum made HISTORY 
a fortune selling MATTERS 
fantasies under 


his eponymous Grand Scientific & Mu- 
sical Theater, American Museum, and 
the circus, which was reputed to be 
“The Greatest Show on Earth.’ Often en- 
trepreneurial, he also invented the “Big 
Top,’ and filled it with side shows that 
featured midgets, Siamese twins and 
other imagination-stretching anoma- 
lies. 

Once, while he was touring Europe 
with the not-quite three-foot tall Tom 
Thumb, Barnum encountered Miss Jen- 
ny Lind, the celebrated “Swedish Night- 
ingale.’ She was an operatic singer with 
a great following on the continent. Bar- 
num quickly signed her for a national 
tour of America, and on Sept. 1, 1850, he 
showed the world just how far his tastes 
reached. 

The trip was a triumph. 

As someone once said of him, PT. 
Barnum was “Disney before Disney.’ 

For more information the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends “The 
Life of PT. Barnum” by Phineas T. Bar- 
num, himself. 


History of Manhattan 

Allegedly, Peter Minuit purchased 
New York City from the Algonquin Indi- 
ans for a few baubles in 1626, and then 
renamed it New Amsterdam to honor its 
newly acquired Dutch heritage. 

Thirty-eight years later--on Sept. 8, 
1664—Peter Stuyvesant, Governor of 
New Netherlands, surrendered the terri- 
tory to an English naval squadron, and 
changed the name to venerate the Duke 
of York. 

According to History.com, “in 1686 it 
became the first city in the colonies to 
receive a royal charter. After the Ameri- 
can Revolution, it became the first capi- 
tal of the United States’ 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “The Island at the Center 
of the World,’ by Russell Shorto. 


Mexican War 

In 1845 the U.S. government annexed 
Texas, which set a feud in motion with 
Mexico. President James K. Polk ordered 
General Zachary Taylor to occupy the 
disputed territory along the Rio Grande 
River; meanwhile, the Mexican army at- 
tacked Taylor’s troops, and America de- 
clared war. 
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ONCE -IN-A - 
HUNORED-EAR 
FLOODING... 
IN IO YEARS. 7 


Intentional s 


was out in the garden before dinner 
| ee the aftermath of another 

deluge. Most of the paste tomatoes 
were on the ground. I figured I'd pick 
what I could and give the cracked or 
otherwise damaged fruit to the chick- 
ens. Amidst the casualties, there was a 
gorgeous specimen, hearty in size and 
perfect in color. Iimmediately thought 


eed saving 


all, in a small glass jar. I add a couple 
inches of water, and loosely place wax 
paper or plastic wrap over the opening 
of the jar. Within a couple of days, white 
mold will form and after a little more 
time, the seeds will sink to the bottom 
of the jar. I pour off the smelly mold 
and then rinse the seeds in a sieve with 
cool water. Once clean, the seeds can be 


to myself that when I cut into this ROBERTA spread on a paper towel to dry. After a 
beauty, some of the seeds would be MCQUAID few days you can either fold up the pa- 
saved for next year, most definitely. I’ve pop ean Ons per towel and place it in a labeled enve- 


heard many gardeners complaining 

about their gardens this summer, and about their 
poor quality tomatoes in particular. If this beau- 
ty can shine in a year of so much rain, without so 
much as a crack, I will certainly pass on this trait 
to future fruits by my seed saving efforts. 

Lucky for me that the tomato variety in ques- 
tion is open pollinated; an heirloom passed down 
to me from a coworker. If it were a hybrid, I could 
still save the seed, but whatever I grew from that 
seed would revert back to the traits of the parents, 
not the offspring as I was hoping. Always save seed 
from open pollinated varieties, not hybrids, unless 
you want a science experiment; one that may or 
may not have a palatable ending! 

Because tomatoes self-pollinate and inbreed, 
they are a good “first try” for new seed savers. You 
can typically grow different varieties with normal 
garden spacing and they won't cross pollinate. I be- 
gin by cutting the tomato across the equator and 
spooning out the goopy seeds. Put them, goop and 


lope or peel the seeds off of the paper 
towel and do the same. Voila! You just saved seeds; 
saved a few bucks and a piece of history, be it from 
your garden or from someone else's a century ago. 
Both peas and common beans offer the new 
seed saver more attempts at self-sufficiency! I have 
been saving my own seeds for both of these crops 
for years now, but apparently I have been doing it 
all wrong. You see, I would simply pick any dried 
pods I had left on the plants when cleaning the 
garden up. The tan colored pods were obvious to 
spot, and after a few days of further drying in the 
greenhouse Id simply throw the pods in a brown 
lunch bag for thrashing later in the season. Sounds 
simple enough, yes? Well, sort of. Remember how 
I talked about passing along the crack-free trait of 
the tomato? What kind of traits were I unknowing- 
ly passing along in the peas and beans? Late mat- 
uration, perhaps? Hmmm...what was interesting 
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Is it always best to claim benefits at 70? 


By Russell Gloor SOCIAL age (FRA), which is 66 years and 2 
SECURITY months, if you were born in 1955. 
MATTERS + If you are still working and don't ur- 


ear Rusty: I’m 66-years-old and 
D still self-employed as a home 

builder. I have not taken Social Securi- 
ty benefits yet, and don't need to at this time. 
If relevant, my business struggled when I first 
started it five years ago, but did well last year, 
and I’ll have my highest earning year in my life 
this year and possibly next year as well. 

My question is, and it may be dumb, is it al- 
ways best to delay Social Security until age 70 
if there is no current financial need for it? Also, 
are benefits calculated by total dollars earned 
over a lifetime, or is some kind of average or 
mean computation used? I’ve enjoyed excel- 
lent health throughout my life, and I have lon- 
gevity in my family. I’m single if that’s relevant. 
Signed: Planning Ahead 

Dear Planning Ahead: There is never a dumb 
question about Social Security because it’s a 
highly complex program. No, it isn’t always 
best to delay claiming benefits until age 70, but 
yours might be a typical example of why wait- 
ing until age 70 to claim is a very smart move. 
Here's why: 

- Your benefit at age 70 will be about 31% 
more than it would be at your full retirement 


gently need the money, your benefit will 
grow by 8% for each full year you delay claiming 
but you can still claim at any time if necessary 
and get all Delayed Retirement Credits (DRCs) 
earned to the point you claim. 

- Your benefit amount will be computed 
using the monthly average of your lifetime 35 
highest earning years, so if your current and 
more recent earnings are among your highest, 
they will be included in your benefit computa- 
tion when you claim. Your earnings in the early 
years will be adjusted for inflation, and if you 
don't have a full 35 years of earnings, they will 
still use 35 (putting zeros in to make 35). So, if 
you don't have a full 35 years of lifetime earn- 
ings, your current earnings now will eliminate 
some of those “zero earnings” years, resulting 
in a higher benefit. 

- If youre in good health now and you enjoy 
at least an “average” longevity (about 84 for a 
man your age), youll get more in cumulative 
lifetime benefits by waiting until age 70 to claim 
and enjoy that higher monthly benefit for the 
rest of your life. If you wish to estimate your life 
expectancy, you can use this tool we use here 


at The AMAC Foundation:https://socialsecuri- 
tyreport.org/tools/life-expectancy-calculator/. 

+ Since youre single, you don't need to worry 
about maximizing a survivor benefit for your 
spouse, but if you marry or have an ex-spouse 
who outlives you, then waiting until age 70 to 
claim would give them the maximum survivor 
benefit they are entitled to. 

So, in your specific circumstance, waiting 
until you are 70 to claim appears to be a wise 
choice. For others who don't enjoy good health 
and don't expect to make average longevity, or 
for those who urgently need the money earlier, 
claiming before age 70 is often a better choice. 

This article is intended for information pur- 
poses only and does not represent legal or fi- 
nancial guidance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, 
trained and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with 
or endorsed by the Social Security Adminis- 
tration or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit amacfoundation.org/ 
programs/social-security-advisory or email ss- 
advisor@amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 
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Roselind Ryder, formerly of Barre, took these photos from her apartment on the 14th floor of Second Avenue 
in Manhattan. In this photo one of the World Trade towers had already collapsed and the other still stand 


In this photo both World Trade towers are just a heap of rubble and smoke on Sept. 11, 2021. 
PHOTOS BY ROSELIND RYDER 


with heavy black smoke pouring out of it 


9/11 - 20 years 
later, memories 
still vivid 


The morning of Sept. 11, 2001 appeared 
similar to many others until a series of 
coordinated terrorist attacks killed thou- 
sands and targeted the American way of 
life. Twenty years later, remembering what 
happened is as important as ever. 


Timeline 

At 7:59 a.m. American Airlines Flight 
11 took off from Boston Logan Interna- 
tional Airport carrying 81 passengers and 
11 crew. 

At 8:14 a.m., United Airlines Flight 175 
departed from Boston Logan Internation- 
al Airport with 56 passengers and 9 crew 
members. 

At 8:14 a.m. Flight 11 was hijacked by 
five al-Qaeda terrorists above central Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Between 8:42 and 8:46 a.m., Flight 175 
was hijacked by five al-Qaeda terrorists. 

At 8:46:40 a.m., Flight 11 crashed into 
the north face of the North Tower of the 
World Trade Center between Floors 93 
and 99. 

At 9:03 a.m., Flight 175 struck the 
south face of the South Tower of the WTC 
between Floors 77 and 85. 

At 9:37 a.m., American Airlines Flight 
77, carrying 58 passengers and six crew, 
was flown into the western side of the 
Pentagon in Washington D.C. The flight 
was hijacked by five al-Qaeda terrorists 
between 8:51 and 8:54 a.m. after departing 
from Dulles International Airport in Vir- 


GARDEN 1 from page 4 


to learn after researching this article, 
was that seed saving should be inten- 
tional. Plant a few feet of the garden row 
specifically for seed saving. Rogue out 
seedlings that weren't up to par. Study 
the flowering and growth habits. Then 
choose the pods for saving on purpose 
and pinch out the others. Interesting 
concept, indeed! 

Now that I have the word “intention- 
al” in my head, how will that change the 
way I save the seeds of my flowers? From 
here on out maybe any dried seed head 
won't do, or maybe it will. 

Good luck as you try your hand at 
seed saving. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow- 
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question’ in the subject line. 


HISTORY 18 from page 4 


Eventually, General Winfield Scott 
invaded Mexico with an army of 10,000, 
including 400 Marines, and won the day. 
He landed near Vera Cruz on the Gulf of 
Mexico and defeated their forces. Then, 
he moved on to Mexico City, and won his 
final victory at a fortified military acad- 
emy known as the Halls of Montezuma; 
there, he raised the American flag on 
Sept. 14, 1847, and declared victory. 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “The Mexican War, 1846- 
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LUES ACROSS 
. It governs 
Federer and 
Nadal’s sport 
4. Golden apple tree 
8. Central Mexican 
river 


25. Corporate 
executive title 
(abbr.) 

26. Shout of 
welcome or 
farewell 

27. Imaginary 


wo 


oO 
wo 
pus 


CLUES DOWN 

1.A type of bomb 

2. Pacific island 
country 

3. Earth is one 

4. A place to gather 
around 


_— oO 


ao 


20. Historic Swedish 
castle 

23. Humorous 
expressions 

24. Christmas and 
New Year's Day 
each have one 


ginia. i 
ee ee ee ere 1848” by K. Jack Bauer. 10. Horn awards for good 5. Expressed 20. Filled up 

WTC collapsed. History Matters is a biweekly feature Th Egg-shaped deeds opposite views 26. Nerve that serves 
At 10:03 a.m., United Airlines Flight | courtesy of The Grateful American Book | 12.With tooth 34. A citizen of Iran 6. Group that lives the forearm 

93 crashed near Shanksville, PA with its | Prize, which is given to childrens books } 13 French modernist 35. It can be near Siberia (abbr.) 

37 passengers and crew of seven. After be- that emphasize the importance of Amer- int ded 7. red it 97. One of British 

ing hijacked by four al-Qaeda terrorists at ican history. pain er sount e ; . UE GEpOs! . UNE OF Britis 

9:28 a.m., passengers were alerted of the 15. Disprove 36. Making dirty 9. Language related descent 

attacks pie eed calls aerator 16. Painful intestinal 37. Romanian city to Eskimo 28. A way to get at 

ones and attempte: O regain control oO H H . . e 

die planes ihe cubseauent cach prevented obstruction 38. Baking 10. Narrative piece 29. Food related 

what was to be a second attack on Wash- 17. Baby shoes ingredient of music allergic reaction 

ington D.C. " h ae 18. Make the grade 39.Shareacommon 12. The distance 30. Group of arteries 
At 10:28 a.m., the North Tower of the j j 

WTC collapsed, 21. Type of screen boundary with covered by near the pelvis 


When the dust settled, it was revealed 
that 2,977 people lost their lives during the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, excluding the hi- 
jackers and including 343 firefighters and 
71 law enforcement officers. A total of 125 
people were killed in the Pentagon while 


day, and everyone who does has a story to 
tell. 


Share your thoughts and suggestions . 
with our staff and your fellow readers. 
Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback! 


www.agawamadvertisernews.turley.com 
aan@turley.com ¢ 413.283.8393 


22. Christian 
fraternal 
organization 
(abbr.) 

23. Computer giant 


40. Succulent plants 

41, Penny 

42. Jr. U.S. Senator 
Paul 

43, “Laurie 


2,606 were killed in New York City. : 24. When you hope Partridge” 17. Popular beer language 
Two decades have now passed, but mil- Agawam Advertiser News t a r P tr a n 19 its 26 bake g 
lions of Americans vividly remember that Your Community Newspaper 0 get tnere Actress ousa ; g : 


normal stride 
14. Glycoprotein 

hormone (abbr.) 
15. Mathematical 

term (abbr.) 


31. Picked up 

32. Being three in 
one 

33. Obscene 

34. Dravidian 
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Baystate announces changes in visitor policy 


SPRINGFIELD - Baystate Health is 
announcing some significant changes 
to its hospital visitor (also referred to 
now as care partner) policy guidelines 
as COVID-19 and its extremely conta- 
gious delta variant is circulating in the 
communities it serves. 

Changes are effective, Tuesday, Aug. 
31. 

The health and safety of patients, 
families and staff members is our top 
priority. Our care partner visitation 
guidelines balance preventing the 
spread of COVID-19 with the needs of 
our patients and their loved ones. A 
care partner may be a relative, partner, 
friend or anyone the patient chooses 
to have at their side during care. The 
number of care partners welcomed will 
depend on the area of the hospital and 
patient circumstances. 

Red, yellow, green and gray tiers 
(also called zones) still remain in effect 
for visitation based on the CDC, DPH 
and state guidelines, but the policy de- 


tails within the tiers change over time. 
Baystate Medical Center in Springfield, 
Baystate Noble Hospital in Westfield, 
and Baystate Wing Hospital in Palm- 
er are now in the red tier and Baystate 
Franklin Medical Center is now in the 
yellow tier, requiring changes to its 
guidelines. 

Major red tier changes include: 

+» One visitor per day for patients who 
are not in the ICU (previously one visi- 
tor at a time). 

+ Two visitors per day for patients 
in the ICU (previously two visitors at a 
time). 

+ One parent or guardian at a time 
for pediatric patients (previously two 
parents or guardians at a time). 

Major yellow tier changes include: 

* One visitor per day for patients who 
are not in the ICU (previously two visi- 
tors at a time) 

Also, now no one under the age of 18 
may visit unless a designated exception 
applies, such as an end-of-life situation. 


Visiting hours remain from 12 to 8 
p.m. 

All visitors must adhere to Baystate 
Health infection control practices that 
are in effect throughout the health sys- 
tem: wearing facemasks at all times 
whether in the patient’s room or oth- 
er areas of the hospital, and frequent 
handwashing. Visitors with a fever, 
cough or other COVID-19 symptoms, 
will not be able to visit. 

Baystate Health regularly evaluates 
its visitation policy in accordance with 
the Governor, CDC, and DPH who are 
monitoring the constant evolution in 
our region which guides our updates. 
Visitation is at the discretion of Bay- 
state Health. Baystate Health will con- 
tinue to review the county data and 
CDC/DPH/State guidelines weekly to 
determine which tier each county will 
be in. To stay up to date and see excep- 
tions for each tier, including obstetrics, 
go to baystatehealth.org/patients/Vvisit- 
ing. 


Consignment Shop 
to permanently close 


AGAWAM - After many decades, the 
Trading Post Consignment Shop located 
at the First Baptist Church of Agawam, 760 
Main Street, Agawam, will be permanently 
closing its doors sometime later this fall. 

We will be opening on Wednesday, Aug. 
18, with an ongoing 50% off, everything must 
go, sale. Please stop in every Wednesday 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. to shop our unique inventory 
of clothing, shoes, handbags, jewelry, books, 
games, toys, various household and gift 
items and more. Start the school year off 
right with one our new backpacks or other 
items for your college dorm room. Also for 
sale, Halloween costumes and fall décor. 

Unfortunately, as we look to clear out ex- 
isting inventory, we will no longer support 
consignment activity or accept any donated 
items. We would like to thank everyone who 
has shopped with us over the years in sup- 
port of our church. For future news and in- 
formation, please visit our The Trading Post 
Consignment Shop Facebook page or follow 
us on Instagram @fbctradingpost. 
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Presents... 
A BOURBON DINNER WITH CLEVELAND WHISKEY 
at Crestview Country Club 


THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 16TH 


Opening cocktail at 6pm 


Menu & Pairings 
Opening Cocktail 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad- 
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement. 
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Beans, Squash, Cabbage, Watermelons 
Eggplant, Tomatoes, Peppers, Pickles 


CATABRESE—— 


Winter Squash - ae : Ni 
Tomatoes ¢ Melons WN 


Pumpkins 
Corn Stalks 


Dinner will be begin at 6:30 pm Black Reserve Manhattan 


HARDY MUMS: * Straw Bales 


SNAP & HIP BENEFITS ACCEPTED HERE 


257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rte 57) 
Southwick, MA « (413) 569-6417 
(7\Vel ohews (0) 9 (ole) he (oleh w (el me 1 7-V11/)) 


Memorial Service 
In Memory of 
P, Jacques “Jack” Beaulieu 


We will have Tom Lix, Founder 
and CEO of Cleveland Whiskey, 
as our Special Guest. 


First Course 
Bourbon Tasting and Food Pairing 
» Underground Bourbon Finished with Apple Wood 
»Apple Wood Bourbon pulled pork slider 
with creamy coleslaw 


Second Course 
» Underground Bourbon Finished with Sugar 
Maple Wood 
» Seared scallops, over frisee salad with Sugar Maple 
Bourbon Dijon vinaigrette with a jalapeno cheddar 
corn muppin 


$98 per person 
$156 per couple 


Third Course 
» Wheat Penny 1958 Bourbon 
» Cajun chicken and sausage pasta with a Wheat 


Price includes one bottle of Penny Bourbon cream sauce 


Crestview & Bertelli'’s 
Custom Bourbon Blend 
autographed by Tom Lix 
per person or per couple. 


Fourth Course 
» Cinnamon apple cobbler with Apple Wood Bourbon 


Friends and colleagues 
creme Anglaise 


are invited to join his family 
for a memorial service 
to be held in his honor. 


September 17, 2021 
10 AM 
St. John’s Church 
833 Main St., 
Agawam, MA 


SAFE LABOR DAY 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


VEAL CUTLETS snus? Ao? 


USDA INSP. FROZEN TRAY PACK 


CHICKEN TENDERLOIN uw ° 8 4 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


CHICKEN BREAST 
BONE-IN 101586 mms > a 


To purchase tickets visit 
crestviewcc.com 
or call 413-786-2593 
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Digital Photos 
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edu [cou atetcy=Wr- Wm ale) Com dal lm asver=/ali \Vae- lalla) 
one of our publications. 
Go to newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


Sample of Crestview & Bertelli’s Custom Bourbon Blend 


Tax and gratuity included. 
Reservation is required. 
Limited seating. 


To purchase tickets visit crestviewcc.com or call 413-786-2593 
USDA INSP. 


HAVE HAPPY & FRESH BONELESS 
BEEF TENDERLOIN 

ASSORTED 

PORK CHOPS. unnne f '{ see $Q99 


USDA INSP. FRESH USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BONELES 

PORK BUTT STRIPS. an’? / BEEF TOP SIRLOIN 
woe SPOON ROAST 
PORK RIBSsmnnmmme Doe $499 


SLICED IN OUR DELI 
USDA INSP SLICED IN OUR DELI 3° 


TURKEY BREAST.......++0ss 


GREAT ON THE GRILL SQ 


USDA INSP STORE MADE ITALIAN MARINATED 


BONELESS CHICKEN BREAST...... °2 10 


USDA INSP STORE MADE SWEET BBQ MARINATED 
BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS ... °2.42 


USDA INSP CELLOWRAPPED 2 1/2 LB BOX 


DEUTSCHMACHER HOT DOGS =.1 Oz: 


Quality Products at Affordable Prices 
300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 


OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8pm; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 


a budgetcabinetsales.com 


KITCHENS FOR THE REAE LIVING ROOM 


USDA INSP. FRESH 
CHICKEN WINGS ro.o tie 92 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


SKINLESS 
HADDOCK FILLETS,......... D> 


£ 90 Meat Outlet O *Sprinatil Pe 


413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 
80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


95 78 
33 25 a 


Thurs. 8-6 * Fri 8-6 Sat. 8-3 
SALE DATES: 


9/9/21 - 9/15/21 BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS » SELECTION « SERVICE 
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SPORTS 


Brehio, Renaud 
win first of season 
at Monadnock 


WINCHESTER, N.H. - Modified ace Todd Patnode 
inched closer to copping the 2021 championship 
Saturday at Monadnock Speedway. And, while the 
Swanzey star was busy winning his fifth victory lap of 
the summer, both Austin Brehio and Hillary Renaud 
earned their first, Brehio to stay atop the Late Model 
Sportsman points chase. 

Rocket man Rob Richardi gobbled up the field to 
win the Paul Roach Memorial Race in the visiting Pro- 
4 Modified 35-lapper Saturday, while both Nick Houle 
and Teagan Edson added to their growing victory list 
at the high-banked speedplant. 

With only two events remaining in the speedway’s 
successful 2021 racing season, Patnode will take a 
36-point advantage over Matt Kimball into next week’s 
NHSTRA Modified feature. His victory Saturday, was 
well earned. 

Tyler Leary, bidding for his third win of the summer, 
led the first 21 laps of the Modified feature but Pat- 
node, charging from row three, then rocketed through 
the low groove to take charge and never look back. 
Kimball got up for second on lap 26, then taking the 
checkers second, three lengths behind Patnode, with 
Leary riding in his shadow. 

Modified star Ben Byrne was in the house but not 
on the track Saturday, missing the 35-lap feature when 
the hydraulic system on his hauler refused to function, 
holding his potent ride captive in the pits. 

Brehio, rock-solid but winless entering Saturday’s 
LMS feature, held the top spot the last 11 go-rounds of 
the 25-lap feature to end the night in victory lane, 22 
points atop the points parade. 

The charging Littlewood brothers, Justin and Cole, 
finished second and third, followed by Glen Brehio and 
qualifying race victor John Meany. 

Chris Davis, the man atop the Pure Stock 2021 lead- 
er board, had victory in sight with little more than a 
lap remaining in Saturday’s 25-lapper but was then 
picked off by an errant lapped car splashing around in 
turn two, only to see dynamo Nick Houle dash past him 
and then take the checkers for his sixth victory of the 
season. 

Davis finished at Houle’s heels to claim the run- 
ner-up hardware and maintain his points lead with 
only two 2021 races remaining. Teen blaster JD Stock- 
well was a close third, finishing just ahead of Cory Lo- 
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Hillary Renaud got her first win of the season last weekend. 
SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


Preseason action 


Last Thursday, Belchertown and Agawam boys soccer got together for some preseason scrimmage action. Both teams were preparing for the 
regular season set to begin this week. The teams are looking forward to getting back on the field for a full fall season and after having half 
their season slashed and their playoffs eliminated due to the pandemic last year. Left, Dylan Wesley winds up to take a long kick. Right, Igor 
Laurenchuk watches his dribble near midfield. 


PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 


pau 


Cooper Gabriel emerges from a collision with the ball. 


Quinn Donahue reaches out to hold on to possession. 


Pioneer Valley Interscholastic Athletic Association seeking new tournament directors 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - With the advent of the new school year, high 
school sports are mostly back as we know them, but in be- 
tween the end of the 2019-2020 school year, there have been 
some major changes to how Western Mass. teams play their 
regular season and playoffs. 

The Pioneer Valley Interscholastic Athletic Association 
has been running sports in the region for many years, taking 
into account the vast diversity of the Western Mass. region 
and the Berkshires. The PVIAC manages the leagues teams 
compete in, and with the MIAA going to a statewide tourna- 


ment and eliminating sectional tournaments, the PVIAC will 
now host a sectional tournament to keep the tradition alive. 

The change to a statewide tournament was not as popu- 
lar in the western part of the state, as most schools enjoyed 
the tradition of the Western Mass. tournament, especially in 
sports like soccer, field hockey, baseball, softball, and basket- 
ball. 

To keep that tradition going, a Western Mass. tournament 
will be held in most sports, and the Executive Secretary of the 
PVIAC, Lou Conte, is seeking tournament directors for the fall 
tournaments the PVIAC will sponsor. 

Tournament directors are now being sought for boys soc- 
cer, girls soccer, field hockey, and girls volleyball. 


The PVIAC website, PVIAC.net, has a job description for 
the tournament director positions. 

Among the responsibilities of tournament directors is 
to organize the seedings meetings for sports, communicate 
with athletic directors, arrange neutral sites for semifinal and 
championship games, work with assignors for officials, and 
facilitate the actual seedings for accuracy. It is also the direc- 
tor’s responsibility to work with the media, and staff the tour- 
nament sites with ticket personnel, security, athletic trainers, 
and other site workers. 

The tournaments themselves will not look too much dif- 
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Festa game marks end of summer 


em 


Last Sunday afternoon, a group of players representing the Western Mass. Pioneers, played in the annual Festa game. The exhibition was played against Providence FC. The game was the final soccer outing for the 
Pioneers for 2021. The conference champions will be back in 2022. From left to right, Kahid Rose winds up to clear the ball away. Ethan Lapa tries to settle the ball with a defender coming on. Joseph Baucie keeps the 
ball away from the sideline. Noel Bunsie receives a pass from the left. 
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Springfield Thunderbirds 
holding table tennis rally 


SPRINGFIELD - Get your game on for 
some serious table tennis competition 
right here in Downtown Springfield. Rally 
in the Alley is a month-long outdoor ping- 
pong points league held on Market Street 
in collaboration with the Springfield Thun- 
derbirds, NOSH Café, and Sweet Idea’s Cafe. 
It will be the first event of its kind hosted 
in the heart of the city. Taking place every 
Thursday night, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

The event is free to participate in and 
open to all ages. The matches will be 
round-robin style, 1 vs. 1. Prizes will be 
given out each week including Springfield 
Thunderbirds game tickets, downtown 
restaurant gift cards, Springfield merch, 
and much more. 

“Our opening night on Oct. 16 is ap- 
proaching quickly, and we couldn't think of 
a better way to start activating our brand 
downtown than by partnering with the 
Business Improvement District on this 


unique weekly event, said Springfield 
Thunderbirds President, Nathan Costa. 

“The BID has been great supporters of 
ours from the start, including stepping up 
to support us during this past year when 
we did not have a season — which we appre- 
ciate immensely. Their team has worked 
diligently on creating a festive atmosphere 
downtown, and we have no doubt that 
these events will continue that along with 
all of the other great programs planned for 
the fall, including our Block Party in Court 
Square featuring Trailer Trash from 4:00 — 
6:00 pm before our Opening Night.” 

NOSH and Sweet Idea’s Café will be open 
serving dinner and drinks. Participants can 
sign up beforehand by visiting spring field- 
downtown.com or at the event. 

Thank you to the Springfield Thunder- 
birds for being the presenting sponsor of 
this event, as well as Blue Haus Group for 
co-hosting the event. 


REGION - The Bay State Games is 
pleased to announce that applications are 
now being accepted for the 2021 Future 
Leaders Scholarship Program. This marks 
the thirty-third year of this valuable schol- 
arship program that recognizes the lead- 
ers of tomorrow who excel in academics, 
community service, and athletics. The 


Massachusetts high school student in the 


some sports in the 2021 Summer Games, 
participation in the Bay State Games is 


$1,000 scholarships will be awarded to the 
top applicants. 
“The Future Leaders Scholarship Pro- 


State Games is proud to have distribut- 
ed over $380,000 in scholarship funds 
to deserving Massachusetts high school 
students since its inception,’ says Kevin 


scholarship program is available to any 


class of 2022. Due to the cancellation of 


not required but is recommended. Six 


gram was established in 1989 and Bay 


Bay State Games launches 
leaders scholarship drive 


Cummings, Bay State Games Executive 
Director. “Bay State Games Scholarship 
recipients are true leaders in the class- 
room, the community, and on the field of 
play, and we are pleased to be able to rec- 
ognize their outstanding achievements.’ 

Candidates must submit their applica- 
tion information online by Oct. 14. The se- 
lection process will begin with a review of 
each student’s application, written recom- 
mendations, and transcripts. A number of 
students will then be selected for virtual 
interviews which will be conducted the 
week of Nov. 8. At the conclusion of inter- 
views, six statewide scholarship winners 
will be announced. 

Additional information on the schol- 
arship and a link to an application form 
can be found at www.baystategames.org/ 
future-leaders-scholarship. For questions, 
email info@baystategames.org or call 781- 
932-6555. 


Mask mandate being enforced for indoor sports 


The Massachusetts Interscholastic Ath- 
letic Association (MIAA) provides the fol- 
lowing direction in accordance with the 
recent action taken by the Department 
of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(DESE), and set forth by the Commissioner 
of Education yesterday. 

In order to safely maximize full partici- 


pation of fall sports: 

« Masks shall be required for any activity 
for student-athletes and coaches who are 
indoors 

« Masks are not required and will remain 
optional for any activity for student-ath- 
letes and coaches outdoors 

These are minimum required safety 


standards that are consistent with the 
practice of indoor and outdoor recess and 
indoor and outdoor physical education 
classes during the school day. These stan- 
dards will be reviewed prior to Oct. 1. 

Wishing all member schools a smooth 
start to the school year and a memorable 
fall sports season. 
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fland and recent Young Guns grad Jake 
Bosse. 

Renaud, from row two, took charge 
on lap two of the Street Stock feature and 
never looked back. Chris Buffone passed 
TimWenzel for second on the 15th go- 
round but had to settle for the runner-up 
hardware inches behind Renaud. 

With Renaud scoring her first win of 
the summer - she was a two-time winner 
a season ago - Buffone, Tim Wenzel and 
Nate Wenzel finished close behind, with 
Buffone and Nate Wenzel finishing the 
night tied atop the points parade. 

Pro-4 star Rob Richardi got to the front 
on lap four of the Paul Roach Memori- 
al and dominated the rest of the way to 
take the checkers ahead of longtime Mo- 


nadnock strongman Rob Goodenough. 
Green Mountain Boy Ryan McPartland 
was third, while Jack Dumas wheeled the 
first Lites series ride under the checkers. 

Teagan Edson won the caution-free 
Young Guns 15-lapper, her third victory 
of the summer. Dominick Stafford, victo- 
rious a week earlier, was second, and ten- 
year-old Jeff Moffat came home third in 
his first race on the high banks. 

Monadnock Speedway returns to ac- 
tion next Saturday, September 11, with 
Gomarlos Fan Appreciation Day, featur- 
ing an afternoon, on-track meet-and- 
greet followed a full card of racing. 


MONADNOCK SPEEDWAY 
SEPTE. 4 TOP TENS 
NHSTRA MODIFIED; Todd Patnode, 
Matt Kimball, Tyler Leary, Aaron Fel- 


lows, Brian Chapin, J.T. Cloutier, Solomon 
Brow, Kimmy Rivet, Craig Smith, Eric Le- 
Clair. 

LATE MODEL SPORTSMAN: Austin 
Brehio, Justin Littlewood, Cole Little- 
wood, Glen Brehio, John Meany, Craig 
Smith, Caleb Cashman, Dan Comeau, 
Mark Hudson, Cam Curtis. 

STREET STOCK: Hillary Renaud, 
Chris Buffone, Tim Wenzel, Nate Wenzel, 
Eddie Brehio III, Jason Kozacka, Keith 
Johnson, Leighton Lutz, Nate Nunez, Bob 
Betourney. 

PURE STOCK: Nick Houle, Chris 
Davis, JD Stockwell, Cory Lofland, Jake 
Bosse, Jason LeRay, Matt Croteau, Doug 
Cameron, Ryan Lawliss, Chris Higbee. 

YOUNG GUNS: Teagan Edson, Dom- 
inick Stafford, Jeff Moffat, Aaliyah Tacy, 
Zach Zilinsky. 
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ferent from previous tournaments, but in 
order to hold the tournaments, the regular 
season will end a bit earlier than in past years. 
The last week in October will be reserved for 
the tournaments, allowing the state tourna- 
ments to begin on time in early November. 

In order to do that, seasons with 18 games, 
like in field hockey and soccer, will be reduced 
to 16 games. Teams not qualifying for tourna- 
ment, will have the ability to add games to 
their schedule during the final week in order 
to play a total of 18 games for the season. 
Because field hockey does not have as many 
teams regularly qualifying for tournament, 
the season will be 17 games for most teams. 

Anyone interested in being a tournament 
director should contact Conte at Iconte418@ 
gmail.com. 
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Sports 


Agawam 2021 fall varsity schedule 


Football 
Fri., Sept. 10 Away Chicopee Comp 7 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 16 Home Holyoke 7 p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 24 Home Putnam 7 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 1 Away Amherst 7 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 8 Home Wahconah 7 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 15 Home West Springfield 7 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 22 Away East Longmeadow 7 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 29 Home Northampton 7 p.m. 
Nov. 5/6 TBD Week9-TBD TBD 
Nov. 12/13 TBD Week 10-TBD TBD 
Thurs., Nov. 28 Away West Springfield 10 a.m. 
Boys Soccer 
Thurs., Sept. 9 Home Monument Mtn 6:30 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 13 Away Pope Francis 4 p.m. 
Wed., Sept. 15 Away East Longmeadow 7 p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 17 Home Pittsfield 4p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 20 Away Westfield 7 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 23 Home Mt. Greylock 5 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 27 Away Monument Mtn 4:30 p.m. 
Wed., Sept. 29 Home Longmeadow 7 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 1 Away Minnechaug 6 p.m. 
Mon.. Oct. 4 Home Pope Francis 4 p.m. 
Wed., Oct. 6 Home West Springfield 7 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 8 Away Pittsfield 4:30 p.m. 
Mon., Oct. 11 Home Westfield 4 p.m. 
Wed., Oct. 13 Away Ludlow 6 p.m. 
Thurs., Oct. 14 Home Holyoke 4 p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 19 Away Mt. Greylock 6:30 p.m. 
Mon., Oct. 25 TBD TBD 
Wed., Oct. 27 TBD TBD 
Girls Soccer 
Wed., Sept. 8 Away Hampshire 6 p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 10 Away Chicopee Comp 4 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 13 Home Longmeadow 7 p.m. 
Wed., Sept. 15 Away South Hadley 4 p.m. 
Tues., Sept. 21 Home Wahconah 4 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 23 Home Westfield 3:30 p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 24 Away Pittsfield 4:30 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 27 Home Hampshire 6 p.m. 
Wed., Sept. 29 Away West Springfield 7 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 1 Home Chicopee Comp 7 p.m. 


Mon., Oct. 4 Away Longmeadow 4p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 8 Home South Hadley 4 p.m. 
Thurs., Oct. 14 Away Wahconah TBD 
Friday, Oct. 15 Home Minnechaug 3:30 p.m. 
Mon., Oct. 18 Home Pittsfield 4:30 p.m. 
Wed., Oct. 20 Home East Longmeadow 7 p.m. 
Mon., Oct. 25 TBD TBD 
Wed., Oct. 27 TBD TBD 
Field Hockey 
Mon., Sept. 6 Home Frontier 4p.m. 
Wed., Sept. 8 Home South Hadley 7 p.m. 
Tues., Sept. 14 Home Greenfield 6 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 16 Away West Springfield 7 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 20 Home Minnechaug 7 p.m. 
Wed., Sept. 22 Away Longmeadow 4 p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 24 Away Frontier 4p.m. 
Tues., Sept. 28 Home Westfield 4p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 30 Away Holyoke 6 p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 5 Away South Hadley 4 p.m. 
Sat., Oct. 9 Away Quaboag 10 a.m. 
Mon., Oct. 11 Away Greenfield 4p.m. 
Wed., Oct. 13 Home West Springfield 7 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 15 Away Minnechaug 7 p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 19 Home Longmeadow 4p.m. 
Thurs., Oct. 21 Home Northampton 7 p.m. 
Mon., Oct. 25 TBD TBD 
Golf 
Thurs., Sept. 2 Home Longmeadow 3 p.m. 
Tues., Sept. 7 Home East Longmeadow 3 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 9 Away Minnechaug 3 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 13 Home Westfield 3 p.m. 
Tues., Sept. 14 Home Pope Francis 3 p.m. 
Wed., Sept. 15 Away Holyoke 3:30 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 20 Away Longmeadow 3 p.m. 
Wed., Sept. 22 Away East Longmeadow 3:30 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 27 Home Minnechaug 3 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 28 Away Westfield 3 p.m. 
Mon., Oct. 4 Home Holyoke 3 p.m. 
Wed., Oct. 6 Away Southwick 3 p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 12 Away West Springfield 3 p.m. 
Wed., Oct. 13 Home Ludlow 3 p.m. 


Boys Cross Country 


Tues., Sept. 7 Home Duggan 3:45 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 13 Away  Sabis 4p.m. 
Tues., Sept. 28 Away Holyoke 4p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 5 Away West Springfield 4p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 12 Home Sci-Tech 3:45 p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 19 Away Central 4p.m. 
Girls Cross Country 
Tues., Sept. 7 Home Duggan 3:45 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 13 Away  Sabis 4p.m. 
Tues., Sept. 28 Away Holyoke 4p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 5 Away West Springfield 4p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 12 Home Sci-Tech 3:45 p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 19 Away Central 4p.m. 
Gymnastics 
Tues., Sept. 28 Away Westfield 6 p.m. 
Wed., Oct. 6 Home Westfield 6 p.m. 
Thurs., Oct. 21 Away Hampshire 6 p.m. 
Mon., Oct. 25 Away Minnechaug 6 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 29 Away Chicopee Comp 6 p.m. 
Mon., Nov. 1 Home Hampshire 6 p.m. 
Girls Volleyball 
Tues., Sept. 7 Home West Springfield 5 p.m. 
Thurs., Sept. 9 Away Chicopee Comp 6 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 13 Away South Hadley 5:30 p.m. 
Wed., Sept. 15 Home Ludlow 5 p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 17 Away Pittsfield 6:30 p.m. 
Wed., Sept. 22 Home Lee 5 p.m. 
Fri., Sept. 24 Away Minnechaug 5 p.m. 
Mon., Sept. 27 Home Longmeadow 6 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 1 Away Frontier 6 p.m. 
Mon., Oct. 4 Away Amherst 6 p.m. 
Wed., Oct. 6 Away Westfield 5:30 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 8 Away West Springfield 5:30 p.m. 
Mon., Oct. 11 Home Chicopee Comp 6 p.m. 
Thurs., Oct. 14 Home South Hadley 5 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 15 Away Ludlow 5 p.m. 
Mon., Oct. 18 Home Pittsfield 6 p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 19 Home East Longmeadow 5 p.m. 
Fri., Oct. 22 Away Lee TBD 


Public Notices 


Legal Ad 
AGAWAM 
HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

The Agawam Historical 
Commission will be holding 
a public hearing at 7:00 PM 
on Monday, September 20, 
2021, at the Captain Charles 
Leonard House, 663 Main 
Street. The purpose of this 
hearing will be to review the 


Demolition Permit for the 
“John L. Hubbard House” 
located at 32 Shoemaker 
Lane, Agawam, which comes 
under the Town of Agawam’s 
Demolition Delay Ordinance. 
By Order of 

David Cecchi, Chairman 
AGAWAM HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

09/02, 09/09/2021 


How to submit 
legal notices 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and 
publication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line 
of your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 
413-283-8393, ext. 216. Visit www.turley.com for more 


information. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff writer 


WORCESTER - Not paying enough at- 
tention has left one American age demo- 
graphic more susceptible to online fraud 
than any other. 

Nancy Cahalen, CEO/President of the 


Better Business Bureau: Young adults, 
18 to 24, most scammed demographic 


chases too quickly without reviewing them. 
Money can be transferred in seconds using 
peer-to-peer online payment systems such as 
Cash App and Venmo. Both platforms are a 
hotbed for online scammers, who request that 
payments be completed through non-refund- 
able methods. 
By the time a victim discovers that the pur- 


BBB serving central New England, recent- 
ly shared information gathered by the BBB 
Scam Tracker, an online tool that enables 
victims of scams throughout the country to 
report their incidents. 

“When people think of a victim of scam, they're envi- 
sioning a senior citizen. We've been reporting for a num- 
ber of years now that 18 to 24-year-olds have been vic- 
tims more often, but 2020 was the first time that the 18 to 
24-year-old group lost as much money as the 65 and older 
group did to scams,’ said Cahalen. 

Adults aged 18 to 24 suffered median losses of $150, 
and the highest likelihood of loss at 56.6%, reported the 
Scam Tracker. 

Cahalen believes the pattern to be representative of 
individuals in the age demographic making online pur- 


Nancy Cahalen 


chase will never be received, there is little to be 
done. 

While online, take your time, avoid click- 
ing on links and don’t open attachments and 
unsolicited emails, as each action could result 
in malware being downloaded onto your computer or 
phone. 

Make sure that the company you are purchasing from 
is legitimate and that their website is secure. Cahalen re- 
peated that hastily-made online purchases are often to 
blame. 

To avoid becoming a victim, being thorough is a must. 

“These scammers are slick. They're creative and take 
advantage of what's in the headlines. They tie into cur- 
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OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


FIREWOOD 


A1 SEASONED FIREWOOD PFe- 
turned Phone Calls and Prompt Deliv- 
ery. Quality Product. Call now S & K 
413-267-9402 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $175.00 
Seasoned cut & split $225.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv- 
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348- 
4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


2 Cemetery Plots at Island Pond Cem- 
etery, Ludlow. $1000.00 per plot. Call 
(413)335-5798 


GLASS DISPLAY CASES, CA- 
NOE, Boat Trailer, Wind Generator 
Set-up. Call for more information and 
prices (413)467-9566 


ST. JUDE THANK YOU for an- 
swering my prayers PF 


WANTED 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


COMIC BOOKS WANTED! 
Comics, Comic Artwork, 
Vintage Toys, Pulps, Mags! 
50+ years of experience! 
Gary Dolgoff 413-529-0326 
gary@gdcomics.com 


= SHOES, 2 a 
1*******A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 


2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


ASPHALT DRIVEWAY PATCH & 
REPAIR, washed out pot holes. Also 
Home Repairs. Tim (413)563-2229 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ' ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price 
21 $26.50 22 $27.00 23 $27.50 24 $28.00 


a0s0| 30 0] 3t $3 


25 
Base Price 
29 30.51 


Base Price 
: : " “ 


Name: 


Base Price 
$31.0 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Address: 


Base Price 
28 $30.00 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
1.50 32 332.06 


Base Price] 4Q Base Price 
50 A 


Town: 


State: Zip: 


Number of Weeks: 


Credit Card: 
Card #: 


4 MasterCard 


OVISA O Discover 


Amount of charge: 


Exp. Date 


X per week rate = $ 
Q Cash 


1 Check# 
CVV 
Date: 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


C & C OUTDOOR SERVICES, 
LLC. For all your property improve- 
ment needs. Big or small. Commercial 
or residential. We would like to help! 
Call or Text (413)667-7111 


S&S LANDSCAPING LLC 
Residential and Commercial 
Yard clean-ups, lawn mowing, lawn re- 
pair and seeding, mulch, stone, hedge 
trimming, planting 
Free estimates, Fully insured. Serving 
South Hadley and Surrounding Com- 
munities. 
You'll like us mower 
(413) 374-4091 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


MAKER 


DEADLINES: QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


CHICOPEE |= 
WE: 


ST 
SPRINGFIELD SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 
55.00 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC, #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


PRESSURE 
WASHING 


POWER WASHING Decks - Side- 
walks - Fencing, Etc. Reasonable 
Rates (413)330-7794 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garages 
cleaned. Light moving. POOLS RE- 
MOVED. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 
JUNK 


AND REPAIRABLE 


CAR 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy. Be} wi.) 
413-219-6839 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 
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HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. Beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, Sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 


(413)532-9753 
www.orionfarm.net 


ASSESSORS CLERK AND/OR 
ASSISTANT ASSESSOR _ The 
Town of Granby is seeking qualified 
applicants for the position of Assessors 
Clerk (AC) and/or Assistant Assessor 
(AA) for a full-time position (30 hours). 
Preferred candidates must possess 
(AC) a high school diploma and one 
year of office administration and/or 
record keeping experience; experience 
in a municipal setting and in dealing 
with the public strongly preferred; or an 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


equivalent combination of education 
and experience. (AA) Demonstrates 


LOOKING FOR PIZZA MAKER, 
Wait Staff, Management, Chef & De- 
livery Driver for Alexanders 200 Center 
St., Ludlow. Apply in person or call 
(413)335-8330 


NOW HIRING Direct Support Pro- 
fessionals. Develop and implement 
active treatment and_habilitation 
programs for individuals with devel- 
opmental disabilities. The ideal can- 
didate will be a positive role model 
with good communication skills who 
can work alone and on a team. 35 
hours/week Monday-Friday 8:30am- 


experience and/or schooling required. 
Certified or certifiable as Mass Accred- 
ited Assessor. Knowledge of Mass. 
Principals of real and personal prop- 
erty values. Must enjoy interacting with 
the public, real estate agents and oth- 
er town offices. Job descriptions and 
applications are available at the Town 
of Granby Selectboard Office 10-B W 
State St Granby MA 01033 or by call- 
ing 413-467-7177. Applications will 
be accepted until the position is filled. 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 


SUPERINTENDENT 18 from page 9 


rent events and do it all just to appear more realistic. 
We need to be on our toes and look for those things that 
don't seem right,’ said Cahalen. 

Scammers often prey on individuals using social 
media. Cahalen relayed that many scammers have the 
same software and marketing tools available to them as 
high-end, legitimate enterprises. 

Scammers are known to mimic legitimate business- 
es and offer popular goods for unbelievably low prices. 
A scammer’s primary goal is to collect a consumer's 
financial information and then disappear with stolen 
funds. 

To complete an online transaction, using legitimate 
payment methods like a check or a credit card is heavi- 
ly-recommended by the BBB. 

“Credit cards are ideal when youre able to use them 
because there’s protections built in that will protect you 
in case there is something sketchy about a purchase 
down the road,’ said Cahalen. 

When completing an online transaction with a 
stranger, avoid doing a bank to bank transaction or wir- 
ing money, as both methods are nonrefundable once 


discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


completed. 

Individuals who suffer from debit card fraud do have 
an opportunity to dispute the charges. Unlike credit 
card fraud, however, the lengthy process occurs only 
after money has been fraudulently withdrawn or spent. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, online scams have 
evolved. As consumers shifted primarily to doing online 
transactions, scammers quickly adapted. 

The BBB reports that the risk of financial loss rose 


Salary depends on qualifications and 


experience. Please submit cover letter 
and resume to: Town of Granby Board 
of Assessors C/O Board of Selectmen 
10-B West State St., MA 01033. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


during the pandemic, as 46.7% of reports to the Scam 
Tracker noted a financial loss; 64.7% of losses occurred 
online, with 38.3% of all reported scams happening on- 
line. 

Cahalen reported that a chip shortage plaguing mul- 
tiple industries in 2021 has spawned a variety of new 


3:30pm 

$15.50/hr to start, $15.90 after 90 WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
ra ‘ fica ee tak ; Post yout In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
ond alee : een | job openings dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
ie eared i eit c= in our beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
reers. AA/EOE. Sunshine Village is om classifieds. Oa a br ek 


a GREAT place to work! 


com for more information. 


Post your 
job openings 
in our classifieds. 


scams, with many attacking automotive consumers. 
“There is this chip shortage. It really is another 

side effect of the pandemic,’ said Cahalen. “Apparent- 

ly, consumers internationally had a huge appetite for 


We get results! 


r = bestar,, 


We get results! 


e Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


¢ Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


new phones, computers, video games and technology 
to work or school from home. A lot of these chips were 
used in those devices.’ 

Now, car manufacturers are struggling to produce 
an adequate amount of microchips to equip fleets of ve- 
hicles that are otherwise complete. 

Rental car companies, who disbanded their fleets 
during the pandemic, are looking to rebuild, and many 


CLASSIFIEDS * 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
Reaching readers in 


e Help Wanted: Part Time & 


\ ne consumers are looking to purchase new vehicles. Prices 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


have risen in response to the microchip shortage, and 


VOTING & frompage1 


on an agenda as new business and be ad- 
vanced to the next meeting to be voted on 
under old business. Additionally, public 
hearings must be legally posted for two 
weeks. 

In the past, the council has utilized 
emergency preambles to vote on funding 
and other resolutions that are time sensi- 
tive. However, in recent memory, no emer- 
gency preamble has ever been used that 


50 local communities every week. 
ee 


also bypasses a required public hearing. 

According to the preamble filed last 
Thursday, there is not enough time to 
schedule a public hearing and then vote on 
the opt-out resolution within 45 days of the 
election. 

The resolution states the town will save 
money by opting out of mail-in voting. 

Due to the Tuesday meeting, the results 
of the meeting were not available before 
press time. Look for more information on 
the issue in next week’s edition. 


CELL TOWER = frompage1 


Special Permit was on April 9, 2020, and a 
site change was brought up Oct. 19, of the 
same year. 

After a balloon test the ZBA recom- 
mended changing the tower's site to a 
wooded area located off of hole 19; Verizon 
then submitted an application for a Special 
Permit for the new site on Jan. 29 this year. 
From the beginning of the year Verizon 
has been working with various town de- 
partments to move on with the new tow- 
er, the site plan was was approved by the 
Planning board on Feb. 18 this year; and 
balloon tests were held twice in March be- 
fore the Public Hearing for the tower could 
be closed. 

During the public hearing a represen- 
tative for Cellco Partnership and Verizon 
Wireless, Attorney Mike Fenton explained 
that with moving the tower’s location to a 
wooded area required them to remove 19 
trees, though the access to the tower and 
its compound will be off an existing path 
already used by the course. 

Fenton explained that the change in 
location and topography meant the mono- 
pole was increased by 40 feet in height, but 
will take up the same air space and will not 
be required to be lit as both the Federal 
Aviation Administration and the Federal 
Communications Commission did not re- 
quire the tower to be lit. 

During the public hearing ZBA chair 


Doreen Prouty said the board received a 
report with information on the need of the 
tower and reported that it was overall fa- 
vorable with information from Verizon on 
the feasibility and necessity of the project. 
The tower is meant to strengthen a weaker 
part of the town’s service, and though the 
tower has been approved the ZBA asked 
Verizon to provide a removal performance 
guaranty, for which there was a quick 
meeting on Monday, Aug. 23. 

“It’s an agreement to put a certain 
amount of funds aside, to guarantee that 
the tower can be taken down if needed in 
the future.” Prouty said. “If Verizon con- 
cludes use for it, this guarantees that if 
they don’t take the tower down the town 
will have the funds to do so” 

At the last meeting Verizon presented 
the ZBA with wording and an amount for 
taking the tower down if needed, Prouty 
said it was approved with the condition 
that the amount was looked over and ap- 
proved by a solicitor for the board; as they 
don't know the specific numbers for taking 
down a cell tower. 

Prouty said the building inspector will 
be working with Verizon on the next phase 
of the project, as the progress of construc- 
tion will need to involve the inspector. 
There are minutes from the Planning Board 
and ZBA. If residents have any questions, 
they can look up the minutes for the public 
hearing in the town websites agenda’s and 
minutes at https://www.agawam.ma.us. 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


413.283.8393 


Visit us at 


www. 


turley 


-com 


scammers are taking advantage. 

“If youre buying a car online, you want to make sure 
that there’s really a car;’ said Cahalen, who added, “if it’s 
too good to be true, it probably is.’ 

Individuals looking to get in touch with the BBB of 
Central New England can contact Cahalen at ncaha- 
len@cne.bbb.org. Information on how to submit a re- 
port to the Scam Tracker can be found at bbb.org. 


SUPERINTENDENT 18 from page 1 


take advantage and put fans near win- 
dow to draw in fresh air. 

Hoffman updated the school commit- 
tee about the schools’ uni-vent systems, 
the ventilation system in all of the school 
buildings. The schools are working on a 
big project to replace the buildings ven- 
tilation systems, most of the work was 
done during the summer though Hoff- 
man said there was one building still 
being working on in Aug., and they'll 
continue to monitor it throughout the 
year as needed. There were also air qual- 
ity tests done during the summer that 
showed suitable conditions, with the up- 
graded system Hoffman said theyd test 
the quality again if needed. 

The schools will have continued con- 
sultation with health officials including 
the Department of Public Health and the 
town’s Health Department and _ public 
nurse. There are also updated quarantin- 
ing protocols for schools, close contacts 
are identified by being within six feet of 
someone whos positive for 15 minutes 
of a 24-hour period. The following close 
contacts are exempt from testing and 
quarantining this academic year; in- 
cluding a-symptomatic full vaccinated 
close contacts, classroom close contacts 
while spaced at least three feet apart and 
masked, bus close contacts, and close 
contacts who have had covid in the last 
90 days. The DESE website has more in- 
depth information on the protocols as 
well as scenarios to consider. 

Other protocols include assigned 
seating at lunches for contact tracing, 
allowing students to sit in the cafeteria 
again but to know who they're next to. 


The outdoor areas can be used as a lunch 
room as well as a classroom if needed. 
There will still be mitigation strategies in- 
cluding students and staff staying home 
if they're sick or have covid symptoms, 
the sanitation protocols from last year 
are the same and there will be supplies 
available for staff and students to sani- 
tize their work spaces and other items, 
there will be covid testing within the 
schools as encouraged by the state, and 
the newest mask requirement from DESE 
until it’s revised on Oct. 1. 

Hoffman said the schools didn’t par- 
ticipate in testing last year, though the 
schools will provide continual testing 
with parents’ permission this year. She 
said there were two testing options pro- 
vided by the State including diagnostic 
testing and pooled testing as a routine 
covid safety check. The first includes 
symptomatic testing when patients 
present symptoms while at school and 
ask that students stay home. The second 
option is to test students routinely with 
school-based follow-ups. If a group tests 
positive there are individual follow-up 
testing. Hoffman said they're partnering 
with the Health Department and School 
Nurses to apply for the Diagnostic test- 
ing, specifically the ‘test and stay’ proce- 
dure for close contact testing, with a rap- 
id test that’s administered daily from the 
first day of exposure for at least five days. 

Hoffman explained that they want to 
keep kids in schools for as long as possi- 
ble and these new procedures will help 
to cut down on kids quarantining and 
missing schools. Parents and students 
can find out more information on guid- 
ance from masks to testing on the DESE 
website. 
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Agawam Cultural Council accepting grant applications 


AGAWAM - With a mandate to distrib- 
ute State monies via a grants process, the 
Agawam Cultural Council is seeking grant 
requests from local community-oriented 
programs in arts, humanities and sciences 
in need of funding. The Agawam Cultural 
Council FY2022 grant cycle is to start ear- 
ly September, 2021 to apply for grants that 
may support or provide cultural activities 
for the Agawam community. These grants 
can support a variety of artistic projects 
and activities in Agawam -- including 


exhibits, festivals, short-term artist res- 
idencies or performances in the schools, 
workshops, lectures or historical interpre- 
tation. 

Applications for the 2022 Massachu- 
setts Cultural Council grant cycle will be 
accepted at https://massculturalcouncil. 
smartsimple.com/. To find more informa- 
tion about this year’s grant cycle and how 
to apply, visit massculturalcouncil.org. 

Information about the ACC’s Grants 
program can also be found on the ACC’s 


own website at: agawamcc.org. 

The FY2022 allocation amount has not 
been determined as of this writing. Last 
year the Agawam Cultural Council award- 
ed $18,770 to various events. 

If you have questions about the online 
application process, you may contact the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council’s Lisa 
Simmons at 617-858-2707 or at lisa.sim- 
mons@state.ma.us -- or ACC chair Bob 
Kadis, at 413-789-4814 or at r.kadis@com- 
cast.net. 


The Local Cultural Council Program, 
of which the Agawam Cultural Council is 
a part, is a grant program of the Massa- 
chusetts Cultural Council (MCC), a state 
agency. The MCC provides allocations 
to each of Massachusetts’ 351 cities and 
towns to support cultural activities. These 
funds are then dispersed through a strict 
grant process conducted by the all-volun- 
teer network of 329 Local Cultural Coun- 
cils. This is the largest program of its kind 
in the United States. 


Free COVID-19 vaccinations 
available at HCC 


HOLYOKE — Starting Tuesday, Aug. 
24, Holyoke Community College will 
host weekly COVID-19 vaccination clin- 
ics on its Homestead Avenue campus. 

At the HCC site, the healthcare com- 
pany Curative will offer both first and 
second doses of the Pzifer-BioNTech 
vaccine, as well as the single-dose Jans- 
sen J&J vaccine. 

The clinics will be open from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. every Tuesday at least through 
the month of September in Parking Lot 
M outside the Bartley Center for Ath- 
letics & Recreation, the same location 
where HCC conducts its COVID-19 
testing through the Holyoke Board of 
Health. 

The vaccination clinics will be man- 
aged by Curative, which has admin- 
istered more than 150,000 COVID-19 
vaccines in communities throughout 
western Massachusetts, according to 
the company. 

Vaccines are free. The vaccination 
clinics are open to all HCC students, 
faculty and staff as well as residents of 
Holyoke and surrounding communities. 


Advance registration is encouraged but 
not required. Walk-ins are welcome. 

HCC, like all the other community 
colleges in Massachusetts, is not requir- 
ing students, faculty and staff to be vac- 
cinated before they return to campus 
for the start of the fall 2021 semester on 
Sept. 7. HCC does, however, require that 
everyone wears a mask inside campus 
buildings regardless of their vaccination 
status. 

“Even though we don’t have a man- 
date, we strongly encourage everyone to 
get vaccinated,’ said Narayan Sampath, 
vice president of Administration and 
Finance. “We want to provide every op- 
portunity we can for people to get tested 
and vaccinated. “ 

Anyone interested in pre-registering 
for a vaccine can do so on the Curative 
website: curative/hcc. 

Free drive-through COVID-19 testing 
is also available at HCC six days a week 
in Parking Lot M. The testing site is open 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Satur- 
day from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.; and Tuesday 
and Thursday from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
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We're walking this Fall — and we invite you to join us! 
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Six Flags hiring for FrightFest 


AGAWAM - Six Flags New England, the 
Scare Capital of New England is seeking 
hundreds of positions as the park launch- 
es its annual Fright Fest’. This year’s Fright 
Fest lineup is scaring than ever, with over 
20 haunt experiences and live shows fea- 
turing over 200 roaming Monsters, Zom- 
bies and Ghouls. Fright Fest kicks off on 
Saturday, September 25 and runs week- 
ends and select days throughout Sunday, 
Oct. 31. 

Six Flags New England will be hosting 
its annual hiring Scare Fair on Saturday, 
Aug. 7 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the park’s 
Human Resources Building. The property 
will be adding hundreds of positions in- 


cluding Food Service, Security, Lifeguards, 
Rides, Games and of course it’s terrifying 
squad of Zombies and Ghouls. 

The Scare Capital of New England is 
thrilled to offer its monsters and em- 
ployees a sensational Fall Bonus incen- 
tive throughout Sept. 27 to Oct. 31. Team 
Members can earn an additional bonus 
of up to 15% of their gross pay when they 
stay through the end of Fright Fest. The 
sooner you start, the bigger the bonus. 
The park will also be offering an expedited 
hiring program which will award qualified 
recipients to receive an additional $50 
when they complete their paperwork and 
training in the same day. 


T.J. 
BARK MULC 


INC. 


18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches 
Pine e Spruce e Hemlock e Cedar 
Playground ¢ Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


125 Sam West Road, Southwick, MAI 


Red, Black & Brown 


Find us on: 


Seasoned Firewood KE facebook. 


Hess Family Beautiful Puppies 


Russell, Massachusetts 


Family Raised Mini Goldendoodles 


¢Mini °¢ Mid size 


Beautiful, Calm and Loyal 
Their Hypoallergenic coats make them 


ideal support pets... 


pi 
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=. / 
Call or Text Ron Hess = —— 
For availability = 
413-454-7254 
Ask about our Black pups 


